
Notes on growing frangipani from seed.  
 

I find the best way to germinate out of doors is in an oblong planter with matching sized tray, bought 
cheaply at any Woolworths store.   Fill with seed raising mix or well drained potting mix, combined with 
a little clean river sand if you have it on hand, to ensure maximum drainage.  Fill to about an inch or 
so from the top.  Moisten the mixture and fill the tray with water.   If you have a warm sunny sheltered 
spot in the garden with gravel or cement flooring, which absorbs the sun's heat, that's ideal.    Hold 

seeds by their ‘wing’ at the top and poke into the soil so only the brown 
wing protrudes. 
 
Keep seeds moist but not wet.   They will germinate usually within a 
week, though I have known some take two or three weeks.   One lot of 
seeds from a friend of mine didn't look like they were going to 
germinate at all, and suddenly after rain they all popped up at once!   A 
gentle spray is all that is needed, so that the soil is not disturbed in this 
early stage. 

 
Soon you will notice the soil around the seeds begins to part and a tiny 
green shoots emerge, usually with the remains of the brown husk 
attached.   As long as the seeds are moist the husks will usually fall off 
themselves.   However, if they appear to be stuck to the cotyledons, spray 
with fine mist to loosen them and very gently remove them.   The 
cotyledons can then open out, and in the next few days the first two tiny 
leaves will emerge above the cotyledons.  If the husks are allowed to dry 

on the cotyledons, and are not removed, after a few days the tiny 
seedling will rot, so it is REALLY important to help things along if they get 
stuck, and is something to look out for and be 
aware of. 
 
There are other methods of seed 
germination, but this is probably the simplest 
way.  Do not fertilise until seedlings are quite 
large - around the time you decide to pot 
them up individually.   I can't give an exact 

time, as they grow so much more quickly in some areas than others, and 
of course, the time of the year is also a big factor.    The seedlings pictured have just been grown 
through the winter months here (we have no frost or really cold weather in Carnarvon) and are now 
nearly three months old and ready for their individual pots.   I have found that a handful of clean river 
gravel put around the base of each seedling when you transplant it helps stabilise it after it is re-potted 
and also the heat of the sun on the pebbles warms the soil and encourages faster growth.  

   
Your seedlings  will be at least half a metre tall by the time they are  a year old, 
as long as they are kept in a fairly warm environment.    Seed-grown 
frangipanis start their lives off with a root system, and seem to grow much 
faster for me than cuttings.   Seeds can also be more interesting, because of 
the variations created.   If you can get hold of "The Exotic Plumeria 
(Frangipani) by Elizabeth and Sharon Thornton, "The Handbook on Plumeria 
Culture" by Richard and Mary Helen Eggenberger or “Growing Plumerias in 

Hawaii” by Jim LIttle you will see some amazing hybrids created from seeds.   This is because with 
open pollination, we are not likely to know who the 'father-tree' was.   Frangipani actually have more 
pairs of chromosomes than we humans do, giving them  an  amazingly 
large gene pool!    The final picture on the right shows a flower from a solid 
red seed, which is actually white, with dark red veins, and a lovely 
perfume.   The veins look as if they have been painted on with a fine paint 
brush.    That is part of the excitement of growing frangis from seeds !!  
 

    Happy growing.....     Paula  
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 


